
T se to your kind Invitation to tell you what
J tnd why I read them I will reply that most of-

JJ
1 f J done solely for pleasure What profit 1 may

the perusal of D00S s scc0dary As a matter

all books pertaining to my profession 1 read with

ofljary benefit but by no means without deriving

fern them as works of literary merit My taste is-

Uf tl s ca1 for readinB is like a850ciaion wth indi
most congenial arc to be sought forT best and

the former as with the latter that evilwith
ISons good moralscorrupt

Shakespeare is the keystone to the arch inntind
wish to be refreshed and have tranquilWhen I

T read A Midsummer Nights Dream It is like

lovely flower garden by moonlight with one
a a

1

ht my minister Next come Milton and Byron
inimitable revolving as satellites about the

i ind
Shakespeare I also read with pleasureoYb of

and other historical writers butiocs

V all this class of authors the fascinating Prcs-

nVrraohy
t

I am passionately fond of and have read
Site pleasure that greatest of all biographies Ros-

ijfe
l

of Johnson I like this class of reading bc-

It both pleasant and profitable to know what others
through this vale of tears In ai n their journey

wotr sense misery loves company and in another
nobler sense lives of great men all remind us wc

f
our lives sublime and departing leave behind us-

vtl
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on the sands of time Plutarchs life that in
able classic and Scotts Napoleon are also favor

f nine During my office hours I sometimes have
< e lewnt leisure which are delightfully spent with
Montaigne Chesterfield and Irving

Sere is nothing in the way of reading so thrilling and
a are wellwritten novels The authors who-

m at most in this direction are Scott Dickens Bulwcr-

aorce and others of classical style I have read some

At lite novels with much pleasure particularly the
Mirdi Spots which I think Is one of the best but the

nutiri > ra > choice In old books > ou 8 new
i MV books you get old ideas I think one of the

entertaining of all books is the Spectator composed

Mason Steele and Addison the illustrious triumvirate
order to master English spend your nights with Addi-

tdfiitd Dr Johnson
I oust not forget metaphysics for my nights not these
nights are often spent in the captivating society of Sir

HUn Hamilton Locke and Kant Bacon is also a fa-

te of mine but it is impossible to persuade mc that het-

e tie plays of Shakespeare although he was styled by

the wisest brightest meanest of mankind
I read the daily newspapers and best magazines from a
intH as well as pleasurable standpoint to be kept ini-

tst touch with the freshest and most important topics

it day There is no better tonic or appetizer for brcakt-

fcinThe Post For aid to digestion nothing like good
or and a laugh provoked by reading Tampering With

Ses and the Exchanges
I must not forget to tell you the Bible is one of my fa-

te books read for spiritual profit as well as for plcas
The book of Job is to my mind one of the finest

litil productions ever composed I like it because it is

ost beautiful true and good but because of the con
Viry I feel with Job There is no better society than
1 books therefore I say with Addison I am never less
re than when alone Bruce Wallacb M D

+ + +
I suppose I might be called an omnivcrous reader for I-

je though practically all classes of printed literature as
i it into that graven by natures hand on leaves of
pe and 1 find pleasure and not profit in mosf of it-

PflWIy of course my reading is largely of books
rninel tnd papers related in some way to my profession
thi I think is net what I am ssked about

w vVi

reading I do shorterItpinistcr world s great
at treating of persons or events connected with our

State or Nation Among these I may mention the pub
dots of the Texas Historical society in which there is-

t of decided interest In the ordinary historical novel
ueiow seem to miss most of the history and part of the
A from my inability to determine where one ends and
ether begins So I prefer my history straight
la general literature I scarcely know where to choose
tl mood has much to do with what he wishes to read at
tartieular moment At times such reading seems to mc

and of search to find how some one of earths master
A has stated ideas which may be floating unphrased
lin our brains At others we want their thoughts as

stones to reach a greater altitude where our own
til vision will have a clearer atmosphere and a wider
uon Growth is normal condition of the mind and
Fows best who ministeii judiciously to its needs

j
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t Th e pahetic Me oisented in the columns Pof the daily papers Unhappily the

bee Ln ChTleS hcmM PP0ted1 debauched and
forties U

i growing gray hairs com

all touch the Strongest heart heeds the story
j i

r papcr are materials only for brightening
llB tleCt but ns ° for out andIeveloping every noble sentiment of the heart every goodimpulse of our nature andevery generous kindly feeling

nl ithi u is pure and
111

U
V the > W is lifc pitomi d and

reads aright soon Identifies himself the greatren s of the worlds thought feeling action as re ¬

acted in the paper and draws from them a manysided de ¬

velopment of mind heart character which it has been
hft masers ln PedaS ° By < ° accomplish Lifeactual life alone CBn 8ivo a lIiorbc1 manilood

J°
rS such weekly publications as HarpersWeekly The Saturday livening Post They

reflect in condensed form the best thought the larger ac
ivities aiid the more important tendencies of current his

> Thr °
T1 h e publications we touch a

wUld In only that which is bcIieedtobr of general orpermanent interest U preserved papers help us to
select treasure the good that surrounds us to dis ¬

card the chaff and trash of lifc They give an elevated out
look and an uplift of purpose and sentiment that inspire to

cftorts-
Of the monthly publications I particularly to read

bucccss In each issue may be found one or more well
written articles that present in an impressive and effectiveway some fundamental element of high character or some
indispensable part of equipment for noble liv¬

ing It allimportant that the literature we read should
present high deals of life and character

Of course there is an abundance of good reading in
other monthly magazines articles I prefer to read are
those that treat of industrial social and educational prob ¬

lems These arc the problems that Involve the destiny of
mankind I believe that there is something better in store
for men than they now enjoy better industrial conditionsT r
of labor fulleropportunities and a higher life for the whole
race All the literature dealing with the vast problems in-
volved

¬

in the upward struggle of man against the burden of
existing industrial and social conditions is of prime inter-
est

¬

importance
Of the more permanent literature contained in books I

best of biography This is < common preference
The reason is that biography treats of lifc in the concrete
Long ago it was said biography is history teaching by
example It tolls ihe story of individual usually some-
what

¬

the average in strength wisdom or character
but still a man unto ourselves Wc more readily enter
into sympathy with the central character of the story be-

cause
¬

he has ups and downs his successes failures
and has foibles and weaknesses our own and is moved
by hopes and aspirations similar to ours Another
biography takes hold us is it illustrates possibili-
ties

¬

which reader may fondly hope lies within him-
self

¬

What another has done a country lad perhaps
sprung the ranks of obscurity why may wc But
there is another and greater reason why biography in-

terests
¬

us It is the story of a human lifc more or
idealized and this idealization is one of the chief charms

biography it resist it we may ideal manner writer
commands our homage The imagination is Godlike

Kings it makes gods and creatures kings
History too I like It is a reproduction of life

It loses the charm of biography to a great extent because
must generalize and deal with events and institutions rather
than individuals Yet the histoiy that delights us
Gibbons Decline of the Roman Empire or-
Humes History of England groups its historical events
about a few grrat historymakers and holds our attention

by its biography Hut history is the great store-
house

¬

of worldly wisdom It shows what has been attempt-
ed

¬

in the toiling of the race what has succeeded
and how and why and what has failed and why There
is nn in life upon which would not ¬

us did but know history There is no power
of mind no faculty of the soul to which does not

ttat little historical is confined to Itportrays the achievements the

the

splendors of national greatness the glory of conquering
arms In contemplating the great scenes thus brought be-

fore
¬

the mind rises as it were expands itself ranges
over the mountains of thought and delights itself the ex-

cicie of powers hitherto untried Such exercise makes the
mind incapable of smallness and banishes envy spite and
all their train of petty ills But the scene is shifted and
history shows us the fallen hero a Napoleon a captive the
prostrate nation the devastated fields cities sunk into
ashes abandoned and ruinrd homes starving multitudes
the ruthless oppressor the ravages of disease and the last
extremity of wretchedness The heart is wrung by the
sufferings of a generation that has dead a thousand
years and all the world is made akin

I like to read the great speeches of distinguished ora ¬

tors They are masterpieces designed to instruct to please
Itapeet that I read toumueh fiction possibly I am to persuade Jo move to action They PP

I w l
K l

hold derision unworthyalone in this traveling as much a3 I do isl-

et to carry Jo read than some other
wli not say tbt I very much for the gen ¬

ua of todays novelsand although I read them it is
e to pass the andrest my by diverting it from

terious problems thn in the hope of being much
Still A sometimes happens that even in

hooks which seemightest there a thought expressed
KMted which is orth many days of careful poring to

ko is ready it Occasionally too there is
for instance as the Fortunes 01 Oliver Horn

Wards Eleanor others appeals directly
and which I do read real pleasure But I like

w back into older world writers and a
Weh seems to be the result of more leisurely labor

kich can quietly and without drawn
nah and swing that marks so many of the volumes of-

neient
Concisely then I would say that I do not think that any
ll i of literature would meet my demand for pleasure
JWM Our mental needs varied infinite Though
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I like to road the poetry of Tennyson The English is
almost faultless It presents a largeness of view a breadth
nnd reach of thought and a soundness and strength of
sentiment that can not fail to elevate and broaden character
I am not a great reader of poetry but I like thc poetry that
idealizes the common things life that magnifies thc
homely virtues 01 everyday experience that makes sacred

exalts truthfulness and honorthe ties of friendship
that teaches simple faith to be more than Norman
blood that clothes in brightness and beauty simple acts of
mercy kindness gentleness and sympathy Many of the
poems of Goldsmith Whittier and Longfellow admirably
illustrate my meaning W H Kimbrouoh

+ + +
Why do I read For so many reasons I will attempt

to give thc chief ones only In the first place I re3d to

satisfy a craving as imperative as is my desire for daily
bread My mind must be fed and at short intervals or I am

restless and unhappy I never realized this in its fulness
until recently my one pair of reading glasses was broken
for a day and I found myself at such a Joss when between
active household duties I could not refresh myself with books

or papers This definite appetite of the mind may be in

part a matter of cultivation and habit I have no recollec-

tion

¬

of a time when I did not read some at least every

Then my desire to know makes me read Indeed

must be the knowledge and information of one shut up

within his own experience and what may be gathered from

actual contact with others Who could be content to sus-

tain

¬

the infinite loss to mind and soul were the world of-

bcoks a closed voiume No communion with the heroes

and heroines of the past no inspiration to higher thoughts

and better living from their lofty aspirations and noble deeds

And what a world of pleasure and entertainment is af-

forded

¬

by ones library I I have lived in renjote places

where contact with people was very limited and yet I never

knew the feeling of loneliness for my book companions

Were ever at hand

As to what 1 read that depends largely upon time and

circumstance In times of comparative leisure and quiet

I have loved to read poetry history and biography with

even philosophy and a little science interspersed but in

the heat and burden of active domestic life r find more

nleasure and profit something which docs not require depth

or continuity of thought in something 1 can p P-

lay down without loss of interest so I am now chiefly

confined to magazine articles novels and newspapers My-

fa orite novels arc those which have a purpose in view

he betterment of some oppressed class the overturning or

reforming of a vicious system the righting of a grea-

wromVsuch books as Charles Reade Harriet
Belcher Stowe and a score of others have written Then

historical novels finding more intercst m the lives
I like of heworthies or unworth P
and doings of the great

characters And I must confessimaginarythan in nurely
books sometimes for no be er reasonreading of new

thou
he

tharthey are much talked bout and I like tQ be

able to discuss them intelligently
Houstonians day is not complete wthout
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l1 6 °
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The Novel and the
Newspaper of the Future

Jules Verne the French novelist and Victor Mur
dock an American journalist have recently made predic-
tions

¬

aa to the future of the novel and the newspaper that
have been attracting wide attention Mr U G Wells who
would be the prophet laureate of latter day literature if there
were such an office or if prophets Wore laurels as poets are
supposed to do has treated of this subject in his scientific
Anticipations but the public generally has been of the

opinion that truth in this instance in spite of the proverb
is not to be found at the bottom of Wells

Whether it is true or not M Jules Vernes prophecy is
interesting He believes that the time Is Coming when the
novel will cease to exist and its place wilt be taken atrange-
to relate by the daily press This prediction is based on the
vividness of style to which newspaper writers have attained
The French novelist is a believer in proverbs and holds that
truth is stranger than fiction As historic records M
Jules Verne it reported as saying to a correspondent of the
London Dally Mail the world will file its newspapers
Newspaper writers have learned to color everyday events
so well that to read them will give posterity a truer picture
than the historic or descriptive novel could do
The real psychology of life is in its news and more truth
truth with a big T can be gathered from the police court
story the railway accident from the everyday doings of
the crowd and from the battles of the future than can be
obtained if an attempt is made to clothe the psychological
moral in a garb of fiction

The prophecy of Mr Victor Murdock the American jour-
nalist

¬

is in strong contrast to that of the French novelist
Mr Murdock recently informed the Kansas Editorial asso ¬

ciation of his views of the newspaper of the future which
in his judgment will not be written in the highly colored
style which M Jules Verne predicts but on the contrary
according to Mr Murdock all reports will be absolutely
colorless Within forty years Mr Murdock insists the
dally newspaper of the large city will be as impersonal as abetter social conditions a fairer distribution of the rewards Sana Fe passenger train It will be Issued in a series of
editions says Mr Murdock each devoted to one kind of
news only For Instance at 5 a m an edition devoted to
the market reports at 5 tjo a transportation and tariff in-

formation
¬

edition at 6 a report of worldwide weather con¬

ditions at 6jo a real estate bulletin and so on at to-

oclock a concession to the ordinary man will be made by
the publication of a general news edition In each large city
there will be only one of these papers and a single corpo-
ration

¬

will control the papers In all the cities Political In-

formation
¬

will be given mainly in the form of authentic in-

terviews
¬

with public men but the newspaper as a whole will
have no political complexion

Now these prophecies are both of them Interesting and
only lack the clement of truth to be superlatively important
Prophecy based on probability is uncertain for what ap-

pears
¬

to be probability to one man is Improbability to an-

other
¬

and impossibility to n third The only sure prophet
is he who prophesies after the event

The public of the future will not be satisfied with color-
less

¬

catalogues of events A great deal of the yellowness
of contemporary journalism may be bleached out in the fu-

ture
¬

and that would be a good thing but human readers
will always insist upon human interest m the writeup of the
news of the day and that the thing be done in a reasonably

of Deny and as the attractive Nor will the editorial be super
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scded Expert opinion in public affairs will always be de-

manded
¬

in the newspapers and the party not the partisan
journalist will find employment as long as there arc political
parties Editorial writers are able to lead public opinion
only because there is a demand for such leadership and be-

cause
¬

the average citizen whatever his acquirement looks
to his newspaper if not for guidance at least for informa-
tion

¬

M Jules Verne is equally wrong at the other extreme of
opinion Newspapers will never be turned into true novel-
ettes

¬

or feuilletons of fact The journalist will never take the
novelists occupation away from him We do not read fic-

tion
¬

because it is founded on fact but because it is fiction
and we want relief from facts in the regions oi fancy When
the imaginative writer is overloaded with facts the result
is failure instance Homers catalogue of ships and Mr
James Lane Allens description of hemp raising in his The
Reign of Law to take an ancient and a modern example
The pleasure of reading novels comes from following the
novelist in his flights of imagination of which there would be
none if he were confined to facts from the plot and the
characters If the novelists were limited to writing biogra-
phy

¬

all their genius would be wasted for the sayings and do-

ings
¬

of their characters the wit the laughter the tears that
imagination creates would have to be excised out of their
writings and pained down to correspond with facts which
in spite of M Jules Vernes eulogy are often trivial and dull
to an extreme degree

Thc Booming of Novels
Literary Digest

Robert Bonner is said to have set the pace in the mat-

ter
¬

of advertising stories when more than a generation ago
he expended thc then unprecedented sum of 20000 in

booming Sylvanus Cobb Jr s Gnnmakcr of Moscow
Thc Commercial Adveitiser is of thc opinion that this kind
of business has been so greatly overdone of late in the mat-

ter
¬

of pushing novels into public notice that the inevitable
reaction has now taken place It says July 5

The most interesting phase of the book business at thc
present time is represented by thc undoubted fact that no
one book of any sort is now enjoying an extraordinary sale
This is an assertion that could not have been made with
truth nt any previous time within thc pa6t five years Ever
since David Harum began its phenomenal career aa a
seller there has always been some book and often there
have been three or four books so much in vogue that for the
moment thc publishers could hardly manage to supply the
demand Presses were kept running day and night the
binderies hummed with excitement and the book shops of-

fered
¬

the favorite of the moment not by thc dozen or the
score but in great mountins heaped up to gorge the public
who were buying sometimes at the rate of thirty or forty
thousand copies a month This sort of thing continued
steadily throughout the period mentioned first one book
and then another coming up into a phenomenal popularity
and then giving place to an equally popular successor

Every publisher of note had his turn at this and the
brilliant successes achieved led to much study on the part
of both publishers and critics of the reasons for this new
and abnormal condition

Some said that it was due to the cheaper processes em-

ployed
¬

in the manufacture of books which lowered the price
and thus brought them within the means of every one This
was hardly an adequate expression for the particular sort of
books which attained these spectacular sales were little if any
cheaper than they had been hitherto Others thought that
thc American reading public had become immensely in-

creased
¬

by the Bpread of education and that the book sales
were a witness to thc fact This explanation also failed to
satisfy the mind since the demand was not for books in gen-

eral
¬

and for books representing diversified departments of
literature but it was confined to light fiction and within that
sphere to certain special novels A few amiable optimists
tried to persuade themselves and others that the real cause
was the high merit of contemporary novelists as compared
with those who used to write They said that whereas in

former days a great novelist appeared only once In a quar-
ter

¬

of a century our Golden Age was giving birth to new
writers every year equal if not superior to the great ones of
the past This doctrine however while it was popular in
Indiana never took much hold upon critical minds else-

where

¬

and its serious expression was mainly confined to
publishers advertisements Finally it was claimed that the
great sales of particular books were effected by strenuous
ingenious and persistent advertising In other words by

booming reduced to something that resembled an exact sci-

ence
¬

This last hypothesis has on the whole been generally
accepted and it certainly contains more truth than any of
the others Publishers have picked out some one novel from
their entire list and have concentrated all their efforts upon
pushing it fnto an enormous circulation This was all very
well and in fact entirely legitimate so long as they selected
a book which had some merits of Its own to Justify the ad-

vertising
¬

and 10 satisfy thc public expectation Indeed the
early books which experienced the boom were distinctly
readable if nothing more David Harum in many ways was
very well worth while So was The Bonnie Brier Bush and
so were Miss Mary Johnstons first success and Mr Majors
Tudor story and Mr Tarkingtona delicately executed little
romance of Monsieur Beaucaire

The speculative tendency among publishers was fostered
by these successes which led to experiments with books that
hsd little more than the advertising to commend them

Stupid books crude books books that wera utterly fl ind
without a slnfle Intereitbr or tttrMtlvo feature were puffed

V

and praised with the most extravagant forma of eulogy In-

ann6uncemehts whose adjectives might have been borrowed
from a circus poster

The collapse of the booming business this authority
holds will be n gain distinctly benefiting not only the read-
ers

¬

but quite at surely the publishers also
The result today is that the public cares little or nothing

about this kind of commendation and they are falling back
upon the good old plan of listening to the counsel of disin
terested critics and to the advice of their own Judicious
friends Take any of the best book lists published in cur
leading literary magazines and you will notice that the re-

ports
¬

from each locality differ perceptibly from those of
every other locality a fact which prove that readers of
books tire beginning to do their own selection and to think
and judge a little for themselves

That this result Is exceedingly desirable from an esthetic
and literary point of view Is a statement that needs no dem-

onstration
¬

That it must be almost equally desirable from
the publishers point of view ought likewise to be obvious

Hawthorne tn Lenox
Interior

It It in Lenox that we find Hawthorne In the spring oi
1850 resting after The Scarlet Letter the mighty crea-

tion
¬

which had placed forever in the galaxy of letters a new
star It was a tiny house that little red house he occu-

pied
¬

set upon the hillside and overlooking a bit of landscape
whose charm whose lights and shadows and whose tints gave
to the lake and mountains beyond a meaning and an inspira-
tion

¬

which were constant sources of blessing rcstfuluess and
invlgoratlon Indeed the fascination of the scenery was so
alluring that he said I can not write iu the presence of
that view

On all these points about us the eye of Hawthorne rested
In mute and lavish admiration though it was a view of which
he tired to some extent as he wearied of the climate so try-

ing
¬

in mountainous altitudes Dr Holmes rides down from
1ittsfield to visit the Hawthorncs the second year of their
stay and Hawthorne Insists upon holding Dr Holmes horse
while its rider dismounts to step inside to get a view
through the boudoir window On coming out the genial doc-

tor
¬

said la there another man ln all America who ever
had so great an honor as to have the author of The Scarlet
Letter hold his horse Let us get this view In Hawthornes
own language

The house stands on a gently sloping eminence a short
distance away in the lap of the valley a beautiful lake re-

flecting
¬

a perfect image of its own wooded banks and of the
summits of the more distant hills as It gleamed in glassy
tranquillity without the trace of n winged breeze on any
part of its bosom There is ft glen between this house nnd

the lake through which winds a little brook with poott and
tiny waterfalls over the great roots of trees The glen Is

deep and narrow and filled with trees so that It Is all a dense
shadow of obscurity Beyond the lake is Monument moun-

tain

¬

looking like a headless sphinx wrapped In a Persian
shawl when clad in the rich and diversified autumnal foliage
of its woods and beyond Monument the dome of Tnconic
whose round head is mote distant than ever In winter when
its snow patches arc visible but which generally Is a dark
blue unvaried mountain top There arc many nearer hills
which border the valley and all this Intervening hill coun ¬

try is rugged The sunsets of winter arc incomparably
splendid and when the ground Is covered with snow no bril-

liancy
¬

of tint expressible by words can conic within an in-

finite

¬

distance of the effect Our southern view nt that time
with the clouds and atmospherical hues can neither bo de-

scribed

¬

nor Imagined and the various distances of the hills
which lie between us and the remote dome of Taconic are
brought out with accuracy And yet the face of nature can
never look more beautiful than in May when Monument and
its brethrrn are green nnd the lightlies of the tint takes
away something from their masslveness nnd ponderosity and
they respond with livelier effect to the shine and shade of-

tho sky Each tree then stands out in its own individuality
of hue

It must be added In the interest of historical veracity
that there is a passage in the introduction to Tanglcwood
Tales written within two years after the Hawthorncs left
Lenox showing that the novelist grew rather nweary with
the sameness of the entrancing landscape just described
Hawthorne is back now 1851 in Concord and writes

It was idle to imagine that an airy guest from Monument
mountain Bald Summit and old Grcylock shaggy with pri-

meval
¬

forests could see anything to admire in my broad
meadows and gentle eminences Yet to me there is a pecu-

liar

¬

quiet charm about them They are better than moun-

tains

¬

because they do not stamp and stereotype themselves
into the brain and thus grow wearisome with the same strotic
impression repeated day after day A few summer weeks
among hiountains a lifetime among green meadows and
placid slopes with outlines forever new because continually
fading out of the memory auch would be my sober choice

The Editor and the Author
In thc Editors Study for Harpers Magazine for August

Mr Alden gives us some of the results of his many years
experience with authors

As thc editor looks back upon the large company of

contributors who have been associated with him and vtth
thc management In shaping the divtmy of the Magazine ho

says the most gratifying fcaturr of the retrospect is the
amenity of tho relationship Thc ablest writers are always
as a rule most amenable to the natural demands of edito-

rial

¬

management and thc most ready to admit their rcasona-

blcness Such demands necessarily ariso thc most frequent
one being that for thc curtailment of a contribution The
very fervor of genius leads to expansion often to undue ex-

pansion

¬

beyond thc natural scope of the storys motif ex-

cepting

¬

in the rare cases where a vigorous contractility ac-

companies

¬

and regulates the expansion being an intuitive
reflex thereof nn instinctive reserve If the editor sees that
a story is overlong and suggests stricter economy the au-

thor

¬

must of course be the judge as to the demands of his
art but we have always found the lesser writers thc most
unwilling to see the possibility of any abbreviation

Sometimes too a contribution from thc best of writers
must be declined and the btiain upon the relation between
editor and contributor Is in such a case reduced to the mini-

mum

¬

it is much more difficult for the ordinary writer to

understand thc reasonableness of the rejection Within a
few months the editor has found it necessary to decline three
short stories from a writer whose work is in esger demand
and difficult to secure upon an absolute order She writes to-

us with no complaint or acerbity or even surprise but ask-

ing

¬

for suggestions that may be of service to her in meeting
thc wants of our readers Another author one of our best
to whom the editor has been frank in the expression of lus
judgment writes The first question with mc is whether you

like the sketch well enough to prlntwhether it belongs to
the Magazine

It is a pleasure to be able to say as the rejult of a long

experience that usually writers of all degrees of excellence
receive tho unfavorable verdict in the most friendly rphtj
too often the modesty of the contributor would be surprised
by an acceptance rather than by a rejection

Rabaiyat of A Lazyman
1

Wake I for the sun has scattered into flight
The stars that flecked the freckleface of night

And incensebreathing morn is here again
Yet oh to sleep some more is my delight

K

II
The loud alarum rings above my head
And thrills the atmosphere above my bed

Ah I had I but the making of all things
Ere yet the man had made it he were dead I

Arise I The healthfood on the tablo steams I

A voice adown the hallway rends my dreams
And through the casement floats the sound of feet

Of men who hurry on to work their schemes

IV
Outside I hear my neighbors growling pup
Below there is the clink of dish and cup

Ah what a sorry scheme of life It Is

That all things thus conspire to wake me up 1

V
Methinks the Seven Sleepers when all s said
Were men who to the Joys of sleep were bred

Who knew the gracious pillow at its best
And loved the luring ease of morning bed

VI-

And when the last awakner slow shall creep
To rouse the slumbrlng one on land and deep

May he have feeling for my morning nap
And ity Hpw ha enjoy It I Let him il p I
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Harpera Magazine for August opens with a story by-

Netta Syrett entitled A Revelation In Arcadia Radio-
Activity A New Property of Matter by Robert Kennedy
Duncan is on interesting scientific article Francet
Touring Craftsmen Is beautifully illustrated by Castalgne
Mrs Humphrey Wards novel Lady Roses Daughter with
illustrations by Howard Chandler Christy is continued In
the Easy Chair this month Mr Howells writes on Samuel
Richardsons novels There are other stories and poems
and articles of interest Richard Le Galllenuc has a story
Perdltas Lovers Edith Wharton has a story which is

rather of an immoral tendency and the duller therefor en-

titled
¬

The Reckoning Maurice Maeterlinck has a paper
on The Wrath of the Bee

+ + +
The Century for August opens with an article on The

New New York by Randall Blackshaw with pictures in
color by Jules Gucrin A Wishing Song by Joel Chandler
Harris a poem about Brer Rabbit is literature of a very high
rank The Confessions of a Wife are continued Chap-
ters from the Biography of n Prairie Girl by Eleanor
Gates is begun Joel Benton has an interesting article on-

P T arnum Humorist and Showman The Martinique
disaster ia treated exhaustively in several interesting arti-
cles

¬

+ + +
The August National is primarily a fiction number

Eight young American writers contribute stories Poultney
Bigclow sketches London in the coronation period Fred-
eric

¬

Lawrence Kuowlcs tells in n pretty poem illustrated
from photographs the story of The Bold Sailor Her High-
ness the Baby John R Winder the fccond officer of tho
Mormon church makes a spirited dcfona of that institution
Frank Putnam in Note nnd Comment reviews the threo
coronation odes by Austin Watson and Carman Through-
out

¬

the National is full of new and attractive pictures of
men women and places of present interest The number also
contains clever poems by Iroiiquill ot Kansas Flavia Rosser
Nellie Francis Mllburn Maicla Davies and William Wallace
Wbltelock

+ + +
The Pilgrim for August Is a most entertaining midsummer

number The cover design by Nrtta M Filer pictures a
cornfield typical of the great middle west at this season of
the year In his department Men and Matters of Moment
tho editor Willis J Abbot writes of recent events In the
worlds history which engage the thoughts of men Interested
in National and international politics For the benefit of
the young women of the land whose talents seem to polnt
out to them a theatrical career Miss Julia Marlowe writes
frankly and authoritatively of The American Girl and th
Stage An article of interest is 1miihm Knlgjits account of

The Locale of Alice of Old Viticcnncs The illustrations
are photographs of the real places made familiar by Man
rice Thompsons novel

+ + +
There arc several short stories in the August Success

chief among them being The Little Bear Who Grew by
Henry WnJIace Phillips the author tit the popular Red
Saunders It is a humorous tale with plenty of snap and
plot John Oxenhams A Hero in Spite of Himself is a
stirring tale of Missionary Lifc in the South Sea Islands
Miss Zona Gale the poetess has made the homely girl a-

heioinc In The Wallflower she tells of the disappoint-
ments

¬

meditations and heartbreakings of a plainfeatured
but cultured giil at n ball where she was obliged to sit and
watch others dance Prof Max Nordnu has been added to
the Success list of contributors and the August number con-
tains

¬

the first installment of his new article The Stimulus
of Ambition

+ + +
The July number of the Great Round World of-

fers
¬

a variety of reading With many touches of local color
Charles Fletcher Scott describes Sailors Snug Harbor the
ideal home for ancient mariners Arthur J Brown who by
the way has just completed a tour of the world in his of-

ficial
¬

capacity as secretary of the Presbyterian Board of
Missions contributes a striking estimate of The People of
Slam and Laos those remote Asiatics who have unexpected-
ly

¬

adopted so many of the best features of western civiliza-
tion

¬

A Statue of Daudet-
I belong to my own boat to my own time said Al-

phonse Daudrt some years before his death I love it but
the boats which are to come interest me as much as my own

For the same dangers threaten us all and to each of our
barques thc current is adverse nnd the sky traitorous and for
each the evening is so soon fallen And the evening fell
for him but Ihc glow of his fame remains His statue has
lust been erected m the ClianipsElyues in Paris and such
immortality as thc sculptors art can give has been conferred
on him The oratois on the occasion of the unveiling of
the statue said some penetrating things about the gifted
writer as reported in the Parisian press M Abel Hermant
observed that Daudet looked at souls from the same close
viewpoint as that from which he would look at flowers in a-

ifarden He said further
As a child lying on lis back in the grass sees above its

yes a thousand twigs crossing and recrossing each other he
saw souls in their complexity and in their iutcrstUlont in
the countless fine network details which are their ultimate
reality No metaphysics no psychological or moralistic divi-

nation
¬

no tcchnlc or reasoning he jtutu His intuition was
sure and sudden He scaled himself at the very
center of your being and lucidly took the place of your own
obscure conscience Not that he acted on his sub-

jects
¬

by some mysterious magnetism not that he fascinated
you he did not enter into your soul like a robber you
called him rather and effaced yourself before him willingly
joyfully And when he used to say Give me one of your
beautiful red flowers one of your flowers of suffering
blooming and bleeding quickly you would give them all to
him And you felt that like le petit Chose he put your pain
in Ills breast Like all that has life this living
intelligence was not the product of spontaneous generation
It had ancestors and a civil estate motherland Daudet was
not n child of chance he was thc issue of a race and he
was the flower of n race Gradually he fructified
the gifts he had received from nature patsing from direct
and fragmentary observation to the nreat syntheses

There are no sermons and no preachers said M Es-

cudlcr in Daudtta novels Ho continues as follows
At first sight it looks as if he was simply trying to

make us laugh but his Irony is quite a surface affair Un-

derneath
¬

it is indignation that burns and bursts out It 14

not his way to attack bad passions and vices directly but ho
applies himself by the vehement opposition ot their con-

traries
¬

to provoke our anger and contempt Never was
there an author who put into pathetic action more personat
emotion than Daudet and among his books I know none
which more visibly than Sapho and Jack reveal the mart
through the artist and writer In short this scoffer was
nowise a skeptic His irony even In its most diverting
form hides a sensibility ever ready to be moved Ltd It Is

because he did not always know how to detach himself from
his sentimental creations and because he was too much bentj
011 Inspiring us with the love of good by the powerful an-

tithesis
¬

of the consequences of evil that he sometimes felt
into exaggeration and Invraliemblance The beauty of his
work suffers a little from this tut its morality and its social
significance ore enhanced proportionately thereby The sa-

tirical work of Daudet is of that sort which acts strongly on
the customs and manners of nn epoch and transforms the
present into the future Literary DisH

A Story on John Kendrick Bangs
The publication of Mr John Kendrick Bangs new book

Olympian Nights has brought to light some good stories
of the author among them the following One summer
Mr Bangs having promised to send some new books to his
family in thc mountains and having forgotten it until tte
last moment hastily entered a bookshop on bis way Jo the
depot and asked the clerk a stranger to him ox aome goojl

stories It was a warm day and the salesman tooltummer
only a languid interest in the customer He offered several

books not ot all odapted to Mr Bangs object Finally ho
biought out some volumes of the right sort and among

them was a copy of The Pursuit of th HouieBoat-
No said Mr Bangs promptly dont show tne thlBsT

I cant read Bangsof Bangs
A belated jxlao of frUndlf jaiara iukU thor

elarks y Um4 mw M k U Mil
truth ho said gaaUtUy mIOs
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